From Margaret Harris:
Ballot Question #1: Shall the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter be amended to provide for the posthumous promotion to the next rank for any Philadelphia police officer, firefighter or paramedic who is killed or who dies in the line of duty? 
Background and Plain English Statement from Committee of Seventy:  

Currently, the City’s collective bargaining agreements provide for an increase in survivor benefits for police officers who die in the line of duty as a result of violent conduct directed toward them or other heroic duty, and for firefighters and paramedics who die performing duties at an emergency scene.  The increase is calculated by treating the officer or employee’s salary prior to death as if she or he had been promoted prior to death to the next highest rank (for example, a Police Officer’s survivor benefits are calculated as if she or he had been promoted to Sergeant). The proposed amendment to the Charter would provide for a formal promotion in rank for all police officers, firefighters and paramedics who die in the line of duty, regardless the circumstances of their death.

Our recommendation: VOTE NO.  In this time of budget crisis for Philadelphia and the probability of an increase in taxes, I see no reason to expand City expenditure unnecessarily. The current agreements already provide for an appropriate increase in survivor benefits for police officers, firefighters and paramedics. Why broaden this? 

Ballot Question #2:
Shall the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter be amended to authorize Council to specify by ordinance adopted by a vote of two-thirds of all its members how and when notice of public hearings on bills, notice of bills reported from committees of Council, notice of procurement contracts available for bids, and notice of proposed administrative regulations, shall be given?
Background and Plain English Statement from Commitee of Seventy:
Currently, the Home Rule Charter imposes specific advertising requirements with respect to certain legal notices of the City.  In particular, the Charter currently requires that:


*Notices of public hearings on Council bills must be advertised in at least three daily newspapers, at least five days before the public hearing.  Notices of bills reported from Council committees must similarly be advertised in at least three daily newspapers, at least five days before the bill comes up for a vote in Council.


*Notices of requests for sealed bids on certain City contracts must be advertised at least once a week for two weeks, in at least one newspaper.


*Notices of proposed City regulations must be advertised in at least three daily newspapers.

This proposed amendment to the Charter would authorize City Council to make changes to these requirements, or add additional notice requirements, at a later date.  Any such changes would require a vote of at least two-thirds of the members of Council, or at least 12 members.  Any changes would still be subject to the advertising requirements of State law with respect to public meetings.

Our recommendation: VOTE NO.  This change to the charter removes the requirement of public notification in newspapers without providing a guarantee that any substitute notification would be adequate and protect the public’s right to know.
From Harvey & Hopkins:


At the right side of the voting machine are the two ballot questions.  Question 1, “Shall the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter be amended to provide for the posthumous promotion to the next rank for any Philadelphia police officer, firefighter or paramedic who is killed or who dies in the line of duty,” would broaden the current provision in the City’s collective bargaining agreements by which the survivor benefits of police officers who die in the line of duty as the result of violent conduct directed toward them or other heroic duty, and firefighters and paramedics who die performing duties at an emergency scene, are increased as if the employee has been promoted to the next rank.  If Question 1 is passed, such increased survivor benefits would be paid regardless of the circumstances of the death of the employee.  We recommend a vote of “NO.”  Question 2 would amend the Charter to permit City Council to specify, “by ordinance adopted by two-thirds of all its members how and when notice of public hearings on bills” and notice of other City governmental actions shall be given, instead of the very detailed requirements included in the 1951 Charter, many of which require advertising in three daily newspapers.  We recommend a vote of “YES.”

